
Voluntary PAL Contributions 

Please consider joining, or if you are already a member 
possibly increasing your contribution to, the union’s 
voluntary PAL program. As we all well know, there 
are many entities lobbying to reduce our pay and 
benefits. By contributing to PAL, you are providing 
funds for AFSCME  to fight to protect your rights and 
benefits in the political arena.  

Our Sympathies 

It is with great sadness that we note Sister Kathleen 
Martin, of Harrisburg, passed away on Monday 
January 21, 2008. Kathleen worked for the Auditor 
General’s Department  the Bureau of Support Services 
in the Finance Building. Our condolences go out to her 
family, friends and co-workers. 

Communication 

In an effort to improve communications to the members, we want to establish and develop an electronic information 
distribution listing of member’s home (non work) e-mail addresses. We feel this will allow us to provide information to the 
member in between our regular newsletter mailing (no postage costs), as well as allow the member direct feed back to the 
executive board. To participate or for further information, email sr972vp@aol.com or call 1st Level VP Scott Rhoads. Member’s 
personal email addresses will be maintained by this local for the sole purpose of periodically distributing union 
information to the participating members.
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Brothers and Sisters of Local 972, 
Happy Easter, 

Its that time of the year when we look forward to the Primary election. It is very important for all union members and 
our families to “VOTE” for Union friendly Candidates.  It helps us to control laws and conditions that effect our working 
environment and keep all Unions strong. Remember to register,  and vote on election day. It’s the American way.  
 
Also please take note of the 2008 meeting schedule listed above. There are two additional meetings set for this 
summer in the Philadelphia and Pittsburgh areas. This will help make the Executive board more accessible to our 
members. 
 
The Executive board and I are striving to create a better communications system to provide information to our 
membership. Please send your home e-mail to Scott Rhoads at  sr972vp@AOL.COM . Email addresses provided to 
us will be used for dissemination of union information only. 

    Thank you 

    Rich Conway 

New Officer Appointed 

The Executive Board appointed Daniel Keeler to  the 
Northeast Region Vice President’s position. Dan works 
in the Treasury Department in the Scranton office. 

www.AFSCMElocal972.com 

Please Support The Sick Leave Bank 

The Auditor General and Treasury Departments’ sick 
leave banks have benefited many individuals who have 
serious illness and face the loss of a paycheck. Please 
express your goodwill by donating a few hours of 
annual, personal or sick leave. 

Meeting dates for 2008 

Mar 15 
Apr 19 
May 17 
Jun  21 

Jul 19* 
Aug 16* 
Sep 20 
Oct 18 

Nov 22 
Dec  13 

President’s Message 

Harrisburg meetings are held at the Health and Welfare 
Building at 150 South 43rd  Street in Harrisburg. 
*  Exceptions are July 19 will be held in Philadelphia area 
and August 16 will be held in the Pittsburgh area. 



www.AFSCMElocal972.com Page 3 

OFFICIAL NOTICE
AFSCME LOCAL 972 ELECTION 

TRUSTEE—THREE YEAR TERM 
The rules governing nomination and election of officers are dictated by: The Local 972 Constitution; International Election Manual; Roberts Rules of Order. 
Nominations will be held at the regularly scheduled Saturday April 19, 2008 meeting at the State Employees Health and Welfare Building, 150 South 43rd Street, Harris-
burg. Nominations by mail must be received by the Secretary no later than Wednesday April 16, 2008. Send your name, address, bureau, telephone number, (work and 
home) and the name of the office you are seeking. Nominations must be mailed to: Peggy Denham, Secretary, AFSCME Local 972, P.O. Box 27025, Pittsburgh PA 15235. 
You may nominate yourself at the meeting and nominations need no second. All nominees must have been members in good standing for at least one year. If a nominee 
declines, the individual is not a candidate. If the nominee accepts, the individual is a candidate. If the nominee does neither, the individual is assumed to be a candidate.  
All nominees not present at the meeting will be informed of their nomination. All nominees will be entitled to one watcher. 

RULES GOVERNING ELECTION TO OFFICE
I. Election of officers will be held by ballot by mail 
II. Mailing of Ballots 
 A.  All ballots will be mailed during the week of May 6, 2008, using labels furnished by the local. 
 B.  Returned ballots must be postmarked by June 18, 2008. 
 C.  Ballots will be counted on June 20, 2008 at a place designated by the election committee. 
III. Electors 
 A.  All members in good standing shall be eligible to vote. 
 B.  Determining eligibility 

1.  The local will supply the election committee with a list of current members and address labels. 
2.  Any person wishing to vote but was not sent a ballot will be issued a ballot after signing a membership card. 

  3.  A member who has not received a ballot, but the records indicate has been sent one, may vote by ballot, which will be placed in an envelope and mailed with 
     “Duplicated Ballot” printed on it. 

IV.  Composition of Mailing 
 A.  The outside envelope containing the ballot will indicate in some form that a ballot is enclosed 
 B.  Ballots will contain a list of candidates and will contain instructions for completion. 
 C.  Plain envelope — Ballots are to be enclosed in an envelope marked “Official Ballot”. 
 D.  Return envelopes containing the plain “Official Ballot” envelope with the ballot inside will be self-addressed to AFSCME Local 972. 
      This return envelope shall have the voter’s return address label and require  no postage. Voters will NOT be required to sign the return envelope. 
V. Procedure 
 A.  Ballots will be mailed by the election committee. 

1. Each member will receive a ballot, plain envelope, return envelope and a letter of instruction printed on he ballot. 
2. Ballots will be mailed using preprinted labels supplied by the local. 

 B.  Ballots will be mailed to the local’s post office box designated for election 
 C. Counting the votes 

1. All candidates will be entitled to one watcher. Candidates must inform the election committee of the designated watcher.  
    A candidate may not be a watcher. 
2. The committee will open ballots in the presence of any watchers which the candidates may assign. 
3. Using the name on the return envelope (return address label), the committee shall indicate that a member has voted, and assure that only one ballot has been 
    received from each member. 
4. Any return envelope not containing a return address envelope identifying the voter shall be considered void. 
5. Challenged ballots. 

  a. The election committee shall challenge any ballot which bears the same name as that of the ballot that has already been received. 
  b. After all unchallenged votes have been counted, challenged ballots will be examined only if it is determined that the results of those ballots will  
      materially affect the outcome of the election. 
  c. The election committee will determine if a challenged ballot shall be counted.  

6.  Counting procedures. 
  a. All ballot-return envelopes will be examined and the names noted. 
  b. All ballot-return envelopes shall be opened and inside blank envelopes containing ballots removed and placed in a separate container.  
  c. The blank envelopes containing the ballot shall be opened 
  d. Votes shall be counted. 
  e. All legible votes shall be counted. If a ballot is spoiled by voting for more than the prescribed number of candidates for an  office, the ballot shall be 
     regard as spoiled for that office only, and the other votes shall be counted. 
VI.  Majority Vote Rule 
  A. When the election is completed, the candidate who received the majority of the votes cast for the office is declared elected. If no candidate received a majority, a 
       run-off election must be held for that office. The ballot for the runoff election must contain two names for the office to be filled. For an office, this simply means  
       listing the candidates who ran first and second in the original election. 
VII. Run-off Rule 
  A. The election committee will mail ballots during the week of August 5, 2008. Return ballots in the run-off election must be postmarked no later than September 17, 
       2008. The election committee will follow all procedures used in the original  Election and will count the ballots September 19, 2008 
VIII.  Certification of Results 
  A. Immediately following the tabulation of votes, the results of the election will be recorded and the report shall be signed by all members of the election committee 
       who are present.  

AFSCME Pioneer, Wanda Weaver Dies at 88 

Wanda was a clerical worker with the Department of Revenue who helped 
Gerald McEntee and Ed Keller organize Pennsylvania's public 
employees.  She was fired 3 times during the course of the campaign.  She 
personally obtained thousands of signatures from her coworkers on cards 
demanding the right to join AFSCME.  Sister Weaver was president of Local 
2534 from 1972 - 1986. She continued her fight for public employees until she 
retired to Oklahoma. She passed away on January 15, 2008 in Oklahoma. 

Sister Weaver with District Council 89 Director, 
Mike Fox, at the 2004 International Convention  
in California. 
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Local 972  Stewards 

Chief Stewardɯɯ

ɯ Donna DeRose 717-705-9555 

Northwest Region 1  

James Fee 724-656-3333 

Nick Villani  814-871-4221 

Kelly Melter 814-871-4221 

Stacy Welton 724-656-3333 

Northeast Region 2 

Terry Funk 717-787-1363 

Southeast Region 3  

Jeff McQuaid 717-705-7667 

Chelle Burke  717-783-2705 

John Danford 215-560-1695 

Tom Hanusey 215-560-1695 

Jarrod Nakoneczny 610-378-4399 

Danielle Fee 717-705-3734 

Joan Schwartz 717-772-1492 

Linnea Miller 717-772-1492 

Southwest Region 4 

Angel Fitzgerald 724-516-9488 

Cindy Yoder 412-565-5073 

Karen Curry 412-565-5070 

Shelly Glessner 412-565-5073 

Joy McAuliffe 717-787-2543 

Chris Dillon 412-565-7630 

 

COYNE SCHOLARSHIPS 
Applications are now being accepted for Local 972’s Pat Coyne Memorial 
College Aid Scholarship. Four $300 Scholarship Aid gifts for the 2007-2008 
school year will be awarded to one student residing in each of the four regions, 
plus one At-Large, for a total of five. Interested  members of Local 972 should 
submit the following information, postmarked no later  than May 9, 2008 to: 
  Coyne College Scholarships 
  AFSCME Local 972 
  PO Box 27025 
  Pittsburgh, PA  15235 

Required information:  
 - Member’s Name and Address, Department, Bureau, Region; 
 - Student’s -Name and Address,  Relationship to Member; 
 - Name of College, University, Trade, Beauty, Nursing School, etc. 

The following requirements must be met: 

  1) Must be a member of Local 972 for at least six months prior to application 
deadline. 

  2) Only children, stepchildren, or grandchildren of the member are eligible. 

  3) Only one applicant per member, per family. 

  4) Student must be attending an institution of higher learning during the 
Spring semester 2008 i.e., between December 2007 and May 2008 

  5) Taxes of any type that would occur as a result of this scholarship will be 
the responsibility of the recipient. 

  6) The student will be required to submit proof of school attendance. 

  7) Student recipients of Scholarship Aid Gifts from Local 972 during the prior 
year will not be eligible. 

Scholarship recipients will be selected by a drawing held at the May 17, 2008 
meeting of Local 972. 

If no applications are received from a particular region, a winner will be drawn 
from each of the other regions before combining applications from all regions 
and drawing an at-large winner.  

For more scholarship opportunities, please go to our local’s web site. Click on 
the Informational Links. There your will find links to AFSCME Council 13 as 
well as AFSCME International Scholarship programs. 


